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TO THE 

PEOPJLE OF GREAT.BRITAIN- 

Fellow Citizens, 

I HAVE already ftatcd to you (in a former 
publication printed for Mr. Stocicdale), 
Certain inconfiftencies in the politicallife of 
Mr. Fox, and they may be reduced to the 
following heads : 

1. From 1770 to 1774, he was the moft 
firenuous fuppor ter of a prerogative Minifter^ 
and the affertor of the privileges of the 
Houfe of Commons^ agaiaft the fenfe of the 
People. 

2. From 1774 to 1783, he was the de- 
clared enemy of prerogative. He was the 
decided champion of the People/ againft a 
Qiajority of the Houfe of Commons, whofc 
proceedings he canvafled, expofed, and ridi- . 
culed at the Shakefpeare, the King's ArmSi 
and among[l a mob in Weftminfter-Hall. 

$. From 1783 to 1784 (a (hort, but 
momentous period) he was once more the 
champion of a majority of the Houfe of 
Commons, againft the declared, and almoft 
unanimous fcnfe of the People of. Great- 
Britain, and of the other branches of the 

t-cgiflature. 

. 4, And at this important period, he has 

advanced certain dodlrincs^ which, if ad* 

A * mittcd^ 
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mittcd, would leave the King, the Parlla^ 
ment, and the People without any rights of 
any kind. 

The conclufion I draw from thefe pre-- 
mifes, my fellow citizens, is this, that power 
throughout life has been the purfuit of Mr. 
Fox, and it was ioinnatcrial to him, whether 
he attained it by fupporting the King againft 
the Commons, the Commons againft the 
People, the People againft the Conimons, or 
the Prirtcc of Wales againft them all. If he 
attains it at laft^ his end is anfWered. 

I feel myfplf under fome difficulty in draW-< 
Jng the real charafter of the gentleman whd 
has held a new language in the Hoiife of 
Commorisi and is fuppofed to be the con-? 
fidential man with the Prince of Wales, be-, 
cauf^ he .owes his.prefent confequence to al 
feries of impofitions mpre grofs, I will Tcn- 
ture ro fay, than any other man could have 
praftifed, and the time is not yet arrived for 
expofing. thefe impofitions to the impartial 
fcview of 2^n etllightened Public— As far, 
however J as I can go with propriety, I wilK 
Mr. Sheridan is certainly the moft fortunate 
of that numerous, and dangerous body of 
men, who have brought this country to the 
brink of ruin, and who had fcarcely an exi ft^. 
tncc in England before the prefent reigns 

I call that ipan a political adventurer wbq 
IS li^nown to poflefs no eftate nor family con* 
lie6lions in the country^ who is neither a free^ 
holder nor a ftock- holder, nor a (hop-keeper^ 
por a trader, nor a merchatitj nor a lawyer^ 
. but|. 
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buti with the education, and fortietimcs with 
the manners of a gentleifnan> attaches him- 
fclf to a certain party, is fupported by that 
party when out of office, and upon a change 
is feady to fill one of the higheft departments 
in the State. 

Few men of this defcription have had fo 
rapid a rife upon the political ftage as Mr. 
Bheridan — Lcfs than ten years ago he was 
only known as the writer of an admirable 
Comedy, the Manager of a Play-houfe, the 
Gompofcr of a Pantomime, and joint Patentee 
of the Hay-market. — In 1780, he foarcd in 
higher regions, and appeared upon the 
Boards of St. . Stepheh^s Chapel.— For two 
years he fpoke but feldomj yet, as he took 
the popular fide of the qucftion at that time, 
hq was well heard.— *He reprobated the con- 
dud of the war, lamented the lavifli wafte of 
Public money, accufed Lord North of having 
deluged America with blood, and plainly told 
him, that the patience of the People was al- ^ 
moft exhaufted. — r-His fricndi Mr. Fox> 
brought him into office in 17821, and he 
quitted it with him three months after. 

When Mr. Fox was perfuaded to abando|i 
the principles which he had profeffcd for the 
feven preceding years, Mr. Sheridan, as he 
has told us himfelf, • oppofed the fcheme, 
conceiving probably that the country could 
not bear (what one of the party had truly 
faid a few months before it ivould not bear) 
the return of fuch a Miniftcr as Lord i^orth 
to-officei but when the ariftocratical Faftion 
A3 prevailed. 






prevailed^ and th^ Q)alition was fbrmfcrfy 
Mr. Sheridan took a poft of cmolunicnt, 
and was one of its moft i^rcnuous fup- 
porters. x 

He was an aftiye advocate for Mr. Fox's 
India Bill; and having, at that time, no 
idea that an innpeachment could be the ladder 
by which power was to be attained, he would 
have pledged himfelf o^ certain conditions' 
to fccure Mr. Hailing^ from future profe- 
ciition. 

With bis party he again retreated, and 
when his Majcijty was permitted to chufe his 
Minifterj IVIr. Pitt was appointed to the 
Trcafury — It became his duty to do, what 
fear or indolence, or ignorance^ had pre- 
vented Lord North and the .Duke df Port- 
land from doing — You all know, that until 
the month of June, 1784, this nation was not 
infor«ied of the fuU extent of the debt which 
the late war has entailed upon us and our 
pofterity.— Mr. Pitt had not only to perform 
this neceflary duty,, but he was compelled 
to impofe taxes to a moft enormous amouet, 
in order to pay the intereft of debts which 
had been contracted during the adminiftra^ 
tion of Lord North — Thefc taxes were im- 
pofcd upon a country, which by the con- 
teflion of a trading orator, had three years 
before been burthened beyond its ability to 
bear.— Mr. Sheridan,: on the fubjeft of 
Finance, adled a very curious part, and ic 
will embarr^fs him not a little next month; 
when he fills a refponfiblc office. With Mr.^ 

Pitt 
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titt he invariably agreed as to tKe neceffitjr 
of raifing an annual revenue, a million be- 
yond our expenditure; but to effeft this^ he 
conceived that many new taxes, and thdfe to 
a mod enormous amount, ihould have been 
inipofed upon us j yet at a Weftminfter 
Meetings and for an eleftion job> he declares, 
with many others^ that he will take no (hare 
in any Admiiiiftration that does not agree to 
repeal the Shop Tax. / 

Heavy and oppreffive as the Shop Tax is, 
will Mr. Sheridan tell us that he can find 
new taxes to the amount of thirteen hun- 
dred thoufand pounds^ which will not be 
ftill more oppreffive ? Much as I execrate the 
conduft of Oppofition in many points, it is. 
not more reprehenfible on any grouiads than 
upon' this. They were themfelvcs the au- 
thors of thofe miferable meafures which ren-* 
dered fuch; a load of taxes neceflary. They 
quitted office without impofing them. They 
have contendedj that taxes, to be efficient^ miijl 
he felt — they abufcd Lord North for^the in- 
efficiency of his taxes-^yet, my fellow citi- 
zens, could we be mifledf by their clamours, 
we Ihould really fuppofc. that Mr. Pitt was 
refponfible for the Shop Tax, the tmpofition 
on Female Servants, the extenfion of the 
Excife Istws, and the variety of vexatious^ 
and oppreffive exa^tions^ to which we have 
been compelled to fubmit> fince the clofe of 
the late war. But if our prcfent burthens 
are almoft infuflferable, and can only be fur^ 
mounted by fpirit, induftry, and integrity,^ 
A 4 what 
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what would become of us were Mr. Sbcri* 
dan's advice to be followed? Where is the 
Minifterbdld enough to add thirteen hundred 
thoufand pounds annually to our burthens? 
Yet I can well conceive that an artful ad- 
venturer, working through various channels 
to one great end, the N'iinifter's deftruftion, 
would find his advantage in advifing hinn to 
pufh the People to defpair. He knows there 
is a certain point beyond which human pa* 
tiencc cannot go — and while a faftious Mend- 
ber of the Senate might rieprefent additional 
taxes as neceffary, his eoiifFaries out of doors 
may defcribc them with great jufticc as in- 
fuffcrable, until, in the confufion which would 
follow, we, the People, (houlcf forget that 
Mr. Pitt was a boy when the -debts were 
contra6led, for which, as a Minifter, it was 
left to him to provide intereft. 
• If the faft be true, that we muft have 
more taxes, the odium of laying them will 
juftly fall upon thofe who by their former 
mifconduA rendered them neceffary ; and I 
hope an idea once ftarted by Lord John 
Cavendiih will take efFeA, that the Minifters 
who have ruined us, and not the People, 
ihould fufFer. 

Quitting finance, Mr. Sheridan all at 
once became the advocate of humanity, the 
redrefFer of wrongs, and the friend of un- 
complaining millions. His oratory was ad- 
mired, and he acquired infinite confequence 
with his party. But if it (hall appear that 
in order to M(|uilre this confequence, and to 

lay 
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lay fome foundation for a fpcecb, he fup- 
prcffed, garbled^ and mutilated evidence j 
that in fome inftances he affirmed what he 
knew to be falfe at the time, and in others 
he affirmed that to be true^ which Upon en- 
quiry he might have known was falfe, then 
his oratory will be held in the utmoft con- 
tempt by every honeft man, and we fhall 
all fee what a defperat6 game he has played. 

For the prefent however I will leave this 
point, and I will fuppofe Mr. Sheridan to 
have Hood before us three months ago, as a 
gentleman of untainted morals, jufl: and ho- 
neft in all his dealings as a citizen, poiTeflfed 
of all that delicacy of fentiment to which 
Jofcph Surface pretended, and of a huma- 
nity fo exquifite and refined, that he would 
fliudder at the flighted inftance of injufticCj 
cruelty, or oppreffion. 

If ever man had an opportunity of dif- 
playing thofe amiable qualities to the world 
to the utmofl advantage, it was given to 
Mr. Sheridan. If he were not a mere a£i:or> 
equally qualified to fhine in Tragedy, Co- 
medy, or Farce, what a glorious field was 
offered to him, for rendering his name im« 
mortal. 

The King was taken ill the a2d of 0610- 
bferj on the 4th of November Mr. Sheridan 
himfelf, in a fet fpeech, propofed the ereftion 
of a Pillar in Runnymede, to perpetuate that 
Revolution which proved that Kings and 
Princes had no rights^ that power was derived 
frdm ibe People^ and to be exercifed for their 

gQQd* 



good. Such being the doftrincs eftabliflied at 
the Revolution, mark, I pray you, how Mr^ 
Sheridan has adled under them. I (hould 
ihfult your underftandings, and Mr. Sheridan 
would laugh at me, wc/e I, not to fay, that 
the firfl: idea which flruck this humane gen- 
tleman, as ,wcll as the reft of bis ^ party, 
when they heafd of the King's illnefs, wa». 
to take as a party eVery'poffible advantage of 
it. Upon this principle Mr. Fox ^was fent 
for, before we knew of the Sovereign's in- 
difpbHtion ; an Admini^ration was arranged,, 
the old Whigs became jealous of Mr. Sheri- 
dan, who was fuppofed to be pcrfedjy at. 
home, in more tioufes than one^ in Pali-mall* 
What becarpe of fentiment and humanity all - 
this time? The common forms of decency 
were not prefcrved, the exultations of the, 
party were not to be concealed, and we 
know that inftead of confultations for ther 
good of the country, every nerve has been: 
ftrained, every art praftifed, and the utmoft 
ingenuity exerted, in order to obtain a ma-, 
jority, by which the party may carry on the 
-government, in dired oppofition to the wilhes^ 
of the People, arid to the principles cftab-; 
lifhed at the Revolution. ' , 

Mr. Sheridan was filent on the day MF«r 
Fox told us of the Prince's rights in the 
Houfe of Commons f but when that gentle-, 
man explained away in fomc flight d-egree 
what he had faid, Mr» Sheridan thought' 
proper to tell the tioufe> that they ougbc 
not to provoke a claim, which had not been 
made« , 

Mr 
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Mr. Sheridan had the mortification to find 
that this Tory doftrine was alnnoft as ill re- 
ceived by his own friends as by the Houfe. 
All rights arc grants from the People, for. 
the People's good, and it was the duty of 
every honeft man to fupport the Prince in alt 
his juft prctenfions. In point of fad how- 
ever the claim of right was not abandoned 
until it could not be fupported. The Prince 
never made it ; but thole advifcd him ill in- 
deed, who advifed him to deprecate, under 
any ci^cumftances, the full difcuffion of a 
conftitutional queftion. 

And to what, my fellow citizens, have all 
the fubfequerit afts of the Party tended ? — ^: 
To this, and to this only — that by influence,, 
by patronage, and by power, they may be 
enabled to do-^ — what?, To carry on the gp- 
vcrnment for our good ? — No — but being 
confcfTedly unpopular in the country, and 
having a minority in both Houfes, that they 
may be enabled, through pcrfonal favour, to 
fill the various dep.\rtments of the State. 
Have we any parallef ^o this condud in 
the later periods of our hiftory ? Charles the 
Second,' it i^ true, did for a time fupport a 
XHabal againft the fenfe of Parliament and the 
People. The moft unprincipled and profli- 
gate men in England, formed that Cabal j 
but even in thofe arbitrary times, when the 
nonfenfe of indefeafible right was in falhion, 
the King was obliged to change thofe profli- 
gate Minifters, and to fcleft for his Council « 
men in whom the nation confided. In tbefe 
enlightened days, the wit, the humour^ or 

the 



[ " 1 

t^ie ability of Mr. Sheridan cannot warp ouf 
vinderftandings. We know, and we feel 
that the Party are aftuated hy a love of 
power, and not by patriotifixi — that they 
have only Jiraws to ftake againft croivm^ znd 
every honeft nian who fairly and impartially 
confiders the r conduft fince the commence- 
ment of his Majefty's indifpofition, rouft be 
convinced that they are neither aftuatcd by 
patriotic motives for the Public, nor by pcr- 
ional regard for his Royal Highnefs the 
Prince of Wales. That the voice of the 
country is againft them' no m^n can doubt; 
but have they omitted any poffible means to 
change that voice ? Have they not corruptly 
purchafed fome of the public prints? Is 
there a country paper, in England which has 
not been filled wjith mifreprefentations of the 
late proceedings ? Has not the moil fcanda* 
lous abufe bee\i heaped upon the higheft ^nd 
the moft irreproachable female character in. 
England ? And was not Mr. Pitt on Friday 
night accufed of inftigacing a mother to op- 
pofc her fon ? What is the rcfult, my fellow 
citizens ? — It is this — ^We are more detet'- 
mined than before, to oppofe, by every con- 
ftjtutional means, the efforts of men who 
profefs the principles of Whigifm indeed,, 
but who are now driving to attain power by 
means of which the rankeft Tory would be 
aihamed, by oppofing the private wifhes of 
the Prince to the declared voice of thcf 
People, 

A W H I G. 
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NEW BOOKS publilhcd this Day, By ^ 
JOHN STOCKDALE, 

Oppofite Burlington-Houfe, Piccadilly. 

THE Alliance of MufiA, Poetry, and OratoiTr. - 
Under the Head of Poetry is confidered the Alfi- 
ance and Natuie of the Epic and Dramatic Poem, as it 
«xift8 in the Iliad, ^neid, and Paradife Loft. By 
Anfelm Bayly, L. L. D. Sub-dean of his Majefty's 
Chapel's RoyaL 

Dedicated to the Right Hon. WILLIAM PITT. 
In One Volume Odavo^ embellifhed with a beautiful 

Vignette, deiigned by Stothard, Price 68. in Boards, 

The Debates and Proceedings of the Houfe of Lords 
and Commons, during the laft SeiCon of Parliament, 
In TTirec Volumes Odavo, Price iL is. Half-bound and 
lettered* 

Alfo may be had, the Debates of any of the preceding 
fieflions. One Guinea each fett. 

An Effay on the Caufes of the Variety of Complexion 
and Figure in the Human Species. 

To which are added, Stridures on Lord Kaims't 
Difcourfe oh the original Diverfity of Mankind. By 
jthe Rev. S. S. Smith, D. D. 2s. 6d. 

The Complete Kitchen .Gardener, and Hot-Bed 
Fotcer ; with the thorough praftical Management of 
Hot-Houfes, Fire- Walls, and Forcing-Houfes, and the 
improved modern Culture of the Pinery-Stoves and Pinc- 
Apples, being a thorough pradiical Difplay of thefc 
moft capital Branches of Gardening in their general Cul * 
ture, and agreeable to the prefcnt greatly improved 
modem Procefs, whereby that moft importantly-ufeful 
Diftridl the Kitchen-Garden, and all its Appurtenances 
pf Hot-Beds, Hot-Houfes, Hot-Walls, Forcmg-HoJfes, 
Pinery-Stoves, &c. and the Culture of their feavral 
various ProduAions in fuperior PerfedUon and greateft 
Abundance, are fully explained in a Manner never before 
done for general Inftruftion, as requiring a particular 
,4iftin6l Explanation ; and now firft completely accom- 
pliftied, from the Refult of above Forty Years daily 
practical Experience and Obfervation. By John Aber«? 
(crombie. Author of Every Man his own Gardener, com- 
monly called Mawe's Gardener's Kalendar, but the Work 
of J. A. only. 

in One Volume, containing 500 Pages, Price 58* bound. 
" * ■ ; ^ The 
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The Umver£d Gardener's Calendar, and Syftem of 
prated Gardening; difplaying the completed gen eral 
I>ire6Uo]is for performing all the Yarions pra^cal works 
iad Opetations neceflary in ererj Month of' the Year, 
.agreeably to the prefent moft improred focceisfid Me- 
thods; with a comprehenfiTe Difplay of the genersd 
Syftem of Gardening in all its different Branches. Com- 
prehending the Kitdien-Garden, Fruit-Gaideny Piea- 
fure-Ground, Flower-Garden, Shrubbery, Plantations 
and Nurfery, Grcen-Houfe, Hot-Houfe, and Forcing* 
Houfesy Sec. By John Abercrombie, upwards of Forty 
Yctffs Praftical Gardener, and Author of Every Man - 
his own Gardener. 

In One Volume," Price 5s. bound. 

The Garden Vade-Mecum, or Compendium of Ge* 
ncral Gardeijing ; and defcriptivc Difplay of the PlantS| 
Flowers,* Shrubs, Trees and Fruits, and general Cul- 
ture. Compriiing a fyftematic Difplay and Defcription 
of the feveral Diftri6ts of Gardening^ and Plantations, 
under feparate Heads ; giving Intimations of the Utility, 
general or purticular Plans, Dimenfions, Soil and Situa? 
tion, &c. and of the various refpeftive Plants, Flowers, 
Shrubs, Trees arid Fruits, proper for and arranged in 
each Diftrift; with general I)efcriptions of their Naturi* 
of Growth, Temperature, principal and particular Ufef.^ 
Methods of Propagation and general Culture, in their 
rcfpedlivc Garden Departments. Confifting of the 
Flower-Gardcn, Pleafure-Ground, Shrubbery and Plan- 
tations^ Fruit-Garden and ICitchen-Garden, Green- 
Houfe and Hot-Houfe. By John Abercrombie, upr 
wards of Forty Years Praftical Gardener, and Author 
•f pvery Man his own Gardener. 

In One Volume, Price 33. 6d. bound 
•THE SPECTRE. 
In Two Volumes, ornamented with a beautiful Frontif- 
piece, Price 6s. 

;ST0CKDALE'8 Edition of SHAKESPEARE; 
Including, in One Volume OAavo, the Whole of his 
Dramatic Works; with explanatory Notes, compiled 
from various Commentators. To which are prefixed. 
Ilia J-ife and Will. ' . ' ^ ^ 

Price Fifteen Shillings^ 
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The Hiftory of the Turkifti t)r Ottonv^n Exnpire, 
lirom its foundation in 1300, to the Peace of Belgrade 
in 1 740. To which is prefixed an Hiftorical Difcourfc 
on Mahomet and his Succeflbra.* Tranflated from the 
French of Mi^not. By A. Hawkins, Efq. 

Quidquid delirant Reges, ple<Sluntur AchivL 
In Four Volumes 0£tavoi Price il, 63, in Boafds, 
Cook's laft Voyage, Four Volumes Odavo, with 
Efty-nine Plates^ Price il. 78, in Boards. 

A Letter to the Lords Spiritual of Pai;iiament. With 
Anecdotes on the Charafters and Vices of the prefent 
<?lergy. 

Price IS, 6d* 

Philofophical and Critical Enquiries concerning 
Chriftianity. By Monfieur Charles Bonnet, of Geneva, 
F. R. S. Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
of Paris, &c. Sec. Tranflated from the French by John 
Lewis Boiflier, Efq« (Ornamented with an elegaiit 
Engraving of the Authpr, by Sherwin, and neatly printed 
in One VoL 8vo. Price 6s. in Boards.) 

Sermons on important and intercfting Subjedls. By 
the Rev. Percival Stockdale. Price 6s. 

^ Sketch df UniyerfalHiftory ; 'to which is added, *a 
fcrief Chronology of the moil remarkable Events in the 
^iftory of England. ^ , 

Embellifhed with 36 Heads of the Kings; from Egr 
bert tp George IIL inclufive, Price is. 6d. 

The New Robinfon Crufoe ; an inftru^live and en- 
tertaining^ Hiftory, for tne Ufe of Children of both 
Sexes. Tranflated from the French. Embdlifl^ed with . 
thirty-two beautiful Cut8,*each Cut the Size of the Page. 
In four Volumes 1 ?n>o. Prjce only 69, 

^ The Hiftory of Three Brothers ; to which are 
added, Gray's Ele^, Pope's Univerfal Prayer, and the 
Hiftory of John Gilpin : embellifticd with five beautiful 
Guts. Price 6d. 

The Hiftory of a Sqhool-b^y, with other Piecji^. 
price 18, ' 

The Hiftory of Little Jack, by the Author of 
^andford and Merton, with 22 Cuts. Price is. 

NEW 



NEW PAMPHLETS oadK REGENCY. 
PHntcdforJ. STOCKDALE. 

CoaBdcnUom oo €be ElhhKflmmt cf a Regcacf* 
Price It. 6. 

Part iam g ttUiy Opinioiis of Lord Maaisfidd, % Dod- 
Icy Rxdor, Mr. Charks Yorkc, Mr. WiBiam Bcckford, 
&C. on the Choice ci a Regency, or Regent, with odicr 
Difcuflioason thatintereftingQaeftion. is. 6d. 

A Tranilatioa of fuch Parts of the RoOs of Parlia- 
ment as are referred to in the Schednle annexed to the 
Report of the Committee appointed to £caxch for Prece- 
dents, together with a Copy of Certain Ads of the 
Parliament of Scotland referred to in that Report. 2S. 6d« 

Report of the Lords Committee appointed to exa- 
mine the Pbjfieians who have attended his Majefty dur- 
ing his lUneisy touching the State of his Majefty'a 
Health, js. 

Report of the Phyficians to the Committee, is. 

'Pitto ditto, fecond Examination^ - January 13th, 
1 789, on 6ne Paper, is. 6d. 

Pitto, printed in large Letter, coDtaining 260 
Pages. 5s. 

A Solemn Appeal to the Citizens of Great Britain 
and Ireland, upon* the prefent Emetgency. 28. 

Fox afirainfi Fox, or Pditical Bloflbms of the Right 
Hon. Charles James Fox. A New Edition, with a 
Poftfcript, containing an Anfwer to Brief Deduc- 
tions, &c. IS. 6d. 

Three Letters on the Qudlion of Regency, addrefled 
jto the People of EngkndT^y Capel Lofit, Efq. is. 6d. 
The Speeches of Mr. Pitt, Mir. Fox, &c on the 
Regency, with a corre6l Lift of the Diviilon. 28. 6. 

An Authentic Cop^r of Mr. Pitt's Letter to hi^ 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, yntk his Aafwer, 
With Conftitutional Remarks. 6d. 
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